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JUL 10 3071 Indiana Street
. B4 Coconut Grove, Fla,
. June 29, 1942

~Hello my darling L-160 p1/2

% = You know, it's about 2 yesr since I first saw you.

Not quite, but almogt. “nyway, about a year since 1 first ran
across 123-KRIEG, William in the files, Some years are short,

but €his one was interminable., For some obscure reason it gives

me a pleasant sensation to realize that I have known you almost

@ year, I wish that during this year we had been together all the
time, living and eating and being embarrassed and amused and

bored andtired and raring-to-go and contented together, I wish 1
could have seen you every evening from a distance as you came home,
and every morning sleepy and ghastly hungry and badly in need of a
shave, I wish we could fave traveled andigone through customs and
immigration and stood in lines together, Because, my pety I love you:
No matter what people sgy, there is no great Joy in happy things
unless they are shared with the person you love, and no consolation
in melancholy times when you're alone,

I'm not alone particularly, Not actually, I go out with
People and talk amisbly like a good girl any time the spirit moves
me to do so, but I wish § could express how lonely I am for you just
the same, You know that good @kd "Aching Void" they are always talking
ebout? (Or is there an "E" is "aching") Well, any way, I think I know
what they mean, It's the feeling you get at parties when one of the
nicer guests hasn't arrived yet, or isn't going to arrive., You sit
around with the fidgets starting desultory conversations and finish-
ing them before they are really ended, wighing either that it would
be time to go home or that you had never come, You keep saving a chair
or a cocktall or a good joke for the one that hasn't come, and looking
up every time some one comes in the room, There is plemmty to eat and
drink, the decorations are good, the other guests are intergsting enough,
but igu are uneasy and things are mysteriously incomplete, ‘hat's how
my whole life has been since October 31, 1941, #lways saving a place
at tsbke for gomeone who can't come, Always half-thinking I wonder how
he'll like it and then realizing that you'll never see it, Always
Eleefully comparing other and lesser men to you, then ruefully remem-
bering that I'1l have quite a wait before I can prove my point. Heavens,
I'm the most amazingly, astoundingly faithful gal in the world, I do
Deliéve! I wonder if when we meet again we'll be strzngers to each
other, end have to fall in love over again? That's what some of my
cynical friends have been saying, I don't want that to happen. I want
Us to know each other well and He sble to laugh together right away,
But if it does happen, it doesn t scare me much, because I thimk it
will be much easier than they pretend to think, Yo you think I m over=-
optimistic? You're a shy person. Perhp?S the abrupt realizatioh of our
dreams will meke you embarrassed, But I remember you too well, I think,
I remember you from the back and the side very well, because I never
wanted you to see me looking at you straight in the face; I remember
touchin%u{ou and not looking at you for fear of showing you what a
delight clandestine pleasure it was just to touch your hend , I
can remember seeing you argue in our bull sessions and wishing you
wouldn't even try To sing after five scotches, So I am optimistic
about seeing you again, I think I was right in doing what I did, and
am still right about waiting for you instead of trying to like some
of the local boys because it is a lonely and dificult thing to wait
when you ere twenty-four and normsl, I love you now as I picture you
and I think my picture is reasonably close to reality.
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Letter number twenty-three came to-day, to my intense satis- _
faction, I didn't get one last Manday, and they usually come of '
8 Mondsy. I had gotten two the week before that,and knew it couldn't

ast., Captain “ledsoe said he had brought on¥cof them with him,
but both had stamps on them, so I don't know which, Good old Ca?‘t.
‘Bledsoe! He is a constant source of wonder to me, because I can't
imagine how anyone could have a combination of cﬁaracteristics such

as he appears to have: a heart of gold, sbsolutely pure 18 karat
gold at that alw:gs willing to he%g along the Cause of romance, etcC.y |
but completely unasble to help us out in the descriptive line, As ?
Lil Abner the comic strip hero says, it's amoozin' but confoozin',
A more reticent man I never expect to meet, and I'm so avidly anxious
to hear first-hand information sbout hew you are living and looking

and what you said, ete., etc,! By the way, I met a lady vho had stayed
in Lagos for a month or so with her six-weeks o0ld baby and severel
other ladies from the far East, She said she had visited at the ~on-
sulate once or twice, and had been to tea at lr, Jester's house, ¥es,
she had met Mr, Krieg emong others, No, he probzbly wouldn't remember
her among all those people, Well, Lagos was all right, but she didn't
envy people who had to stay there any lenght of {4ime, although she had
to admit that she had had & good time due to the scarcity of ladies,
No, she wae sorry but she couldn't remember much about Mr. Krieg.
Well, as far zs she could remember he was a very nice young man and .
I had chosen wisely. We had a cup of coffee (distributed free by the
company) and talked cbout it all., She told me she had bought some
records of native “igerisn music, and that it was very nice and catchy
after you got used to it., She let me hold her beby while she washed -
up, so zll in all it was a fairly préafitsble encounter, “ut I do wish
that some of those people would really get to know you! I had instructed
the crew of that particular ghip to go and see you &t the consulsate,
but the low dogs told me laughingly that they hadn't been over there
where you sare, instead being quite a distance away from town/

My last letter I tried a different means, as I hope you know
by this time, but unless you tell me that other way reaches you I will
send things via the State Depertment, since ordinary mail seems so
Unpredictable these days,.

Mr. Bishpp and Mr. and Mrs. Bliss were very much interested
in the Bush English you sent me a month or so ago, I went to the
beach with them yesterday afternoon, and we had our regular Sunday
Night supper with them after that, We have a new recruit now, a
Mr, Dwight Ogzone (what a name) who is a temporary bachelor due to
the departure of his wife for Georgia, I never met the lady, but ilrs,
Bliss is mot a great admirer of hers because she says her “outhern
accent is so thimk that it obscures the poor lady's whole life, making
her incapeble of action except that of calling the negro woman, who
obligingly does every thing for her, “nyway, lir, Ozcne is a new recruit,
and was diligently using us all as victi his Red Cross First
Aid practice, We all took turns at being smmzgE:X beyond recognition,
gfd then having artificial respration applied to resuscitate us, I

ways enjoy those evenings at the Blisses more than anything else

- {3_0.

2

Gogh, it's late and I have to get up at five tomorrow as
usuall Don't worry about never being happy, angel-love, becauce we
ére going to be the world's happiest people- maybe by next year this
time. All we need is that naspyvirtue, patience, How I hate the very
mention of it, and how I wihsh I had ib!

- Tlwda
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